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General Education Seminar I

Summary Description
Themes and Topics
Breakthroughs

The nature of the future that our students will encounter
General Education from classic thought to current practice
Envisioning breakthroughs in General Education at City Tech
Networks

Role of social media and digital technologies in education

Digital humanities, networks of scholars, GIS information creation and use
Brooklyn as part of a global network—economic, political, ethnic (“The Box”) 

Place

Place-based education—direct experience, primary “texts,” laboratory models
Brooklyn/waterfront history and resources

Brooklyn Waterfront Research Center
Tools and Techniques

· Design—syllabi, rubrics, Student Learning Outcomes (SLO’s), “Designing Backward”
· Assessment
· High impact practices: The First Year Experience—learning communities, freshman seminars, a common theme/Big Question, a shared reading/scholar on campus . . . 
· The open digital platform—training, examples from other institutions

· Teaching techniques that support habits of mind—close reading, reflection, scaffolding, peer review, practice, modeling, outlining 
· Skills, values, and knowledge: which are most important to First Year and how are they addressed—breadth and depth of knowledge, communication (written/oral/ visual), quantitative thinking, information literacy, transferrable knowledge, etc.
Outcomes and Expectations
For your Classroom

Work collaboratively with Seminar Fellows, Writing Fellows, and Instructional Technology Fellows

Design and implement a First Year Experience for Fall 2011

Disseminate ideas and resources to your colleagues

Document your experiences—syllabus, lesson plans, sample student work, assessment

Ask, for every Seminar activity, “What could this mean for my classroom?”

For the College

Propose and document global plan(s) for the First Year Experience at City Tech

Participate in discussion and process with the broader college community

Ask, for every Seminar activity, “What could this mean for Gen Ed at City Tech?”
